IKTRODUCTIOK.
retreat or even of apparent inaction. He sent a challenge to the
Dauphin, offering to refer their difference to a single combat:
and when no notice was taken of this proposal, he determined tc
cut his way, if possible, through the country to Calais, along
with the remainder of his forces.
*' It was a difficult and hazardous march. Hunger, dysentery,
and fever had already reduced the little band to no less than
9,000 men, or, as good authorities say, to little more than 6,000.
The country people were unfriendly, their supplies were cut off
on all -sides, and the scanty stock of provisions with which they
set out was soon exhausted. For want of bread many were
driven to feed on nuts, while the enemy harassed them upon the
way and broke down the bridges in advance of them. On one
or two occasions, having repulsed an attack from a garrisoned
town, Henry demanded and obtained from the governor a safe-
conduct and a certain quantity of bread and wine, under threat
of setting fire to the place if refused. In this manner he and his
army gradually approached the river Somme at Blanche Tache,
where there was a ford by which King Edward HL had crossed
before the battle of Cressy. But while yet some distance from
it, they received information from a prisoner that the ford was
guarded by 6,000 fighting men, and though the intelligence was
untrue, it deterred him from attempting the passage. They
accordingly turned to the right and went up the river as far as
Amiens, but were still unable to cross, till, after following the
course of the river about fifty miles further, they fortunately
came upon an undefended ford and passed, over 'before their
enemies were aware.
"Hitherto their progress had not been without adventures
and skirmishes in many places. But the main army of the
French only overtook them when they had arrived within about
forty-five miles of Calais. On the night of the 24th of October
they were posted at the village of Maisoncelles, with an enemy
before them five or six times their number, who had resolved to
stop their further progress. Both sides prepared for battle on
the following morning. The English, besides being so much
inferior in numbers, were wasted by disease and famine, while
their adversaries were fresh and vigorous, with a plentiful com-